[Ocular changes induced by chemotherapy].
Antineoplastic agents offer an increase in the patients' survival rates, but may induce side effects in different organs and tissues. Mucositis is one of the most common side effects during chemotherapy with certain agents. The ocular toxicity induced by these drugs may manifest as changes in the ocular surface and in the tear film. The purpose of this research was to study the ocular surface changes induced by chemotherapy and to establish their clinical correlation with the chemotherapy and mucositis. The 39 selected patients underwent a full ophthalmological examination and supplementary tests. We compared 2 groups of patients: with (case) and without mucositis (control). Statistical analysis was performed with the Statistical Package for Social Sciences software. Mucositis was identified in 51.4% of the patients after chemotherapy. The brakeup time showed a statistically significant decrease after chemotherapy (p<0.0001). Punctate epitheliopathy was seen in 78.4% of cases. Schirmer test results did not show significant changes pre x post-chemotherapy. Chemotherapy may induce tear film changes, as shown in this study by the brakeup time, Schirmer test and biomicroscopy. Chemotherapy-induced mucositis involves also the conjunctival mucosa, which was subjectively characterized by the ocular symptoms and proved in our study by impression cytology and microbiology.